and guickly abandoned them. Settlers including John Marshall
at Con. 1, Lot 10, or James Tygert and John Boyd located
in Con.3, Lot 12, vacated their lets, never toe return - lots

that strike one as beimg suitable only &5 gravel pits.

The freguency distribution of farm s0il guality, with
Class I, 11, amd IIT good to falr quality scils and Class
IV, v, and ¥I fair quality to non-agricultural soils, is
illustrated in Figure 4.18. It is interesting to note that,
regardless of settlers leaving and newcomers arriving, the
number of settlers in & particular 301l guality group appesrs
to have been consistent from 1821 through 1825, pessibly
reflecting the generally high persistence rates.

Land clearance rates to the end of 1825 exhibited slow,
but steady progress [(Figure 4.19). Figure 4.19 demonstrates
the EIDEE relationship between population density and land
cleared (T) through 1841, with the notable exception of
1B26-27 and the sudden arrival of the Rebinson immigrants.
Eall (1977) remarked that. for the first three to five yesrs,
the pieneer farmer's mafin task was clearing land and erecting
necessary buildings and fences - his main job was creating
rather than running the farm.

Cleared lTand as a percentige of occupied lamd incressed
from 3.37% in 1821 to 7.06% in 1825 (Figure 4.20). Figure
4.20 also reveals that, even as the percentage of cccupied
land was decreasing, the percentage of cleared land was
increasing as the persistent settlers set ahout clearing
their lots.

On an individual basis, Emily settlers had cleared an
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Figure 4.18 : Frequency Histogram of Farm Soil Type -

Occupied Farms 1820-18%25







