Chapter 2 Literature Review

2:1 Historical Geoagraphy

It may be appropriate to begin the literature review
with a brief description of the nature of historical
geography. Harris (1978) contended that historical gesgraphy
is primarily concerned with the past experisnce of pzople
with the land and the past arrangement of people across
the surface of the land. In an earlier paper, Harris (1967)
complained that, up to the mid-1960°s. historical geography
subjects and methods had been extremely diverse, publlcations
generally under-researched and poorly written. and there
had been little attempt to relate individual studies to
previous work.

Thers has long been contreversy over the nature and -Folz
of historical geography. Boas (1887), commenting on the
debate over the merits of physical ané historical geography.
wrote, 'One party claims that the ideal aim of science ought
to be the discovery of general laws: the other maintains
that it iz the investigation of the phenomena themselves
that is important....'. In the mid=1970's Moodie and Lehr
{1276) noted that historical geography is a study of the
present about the past, and that it is the temporal digtance
hetween the observer and the observed, or the scholar and
his subject, that distinguishes the practice of historical
geography from that of contemporary geography .

Widdis (1993) argues that historical gecgraphy is

distinguished by its concern with understanding data in



context and a subseguent focus on places and processes that
create them, & mode of inguiry that combines Ffunctional
description with structural explanation, and a synthesis
of subject and object. Butlin (1993) adds that space. place,
time, and scale are critical components of a historical
geographer's thinking and practice. and that in studies
of the historical geography of communities an examination
of the experiences of ordinary people has much to offer.
There iz a considerable literature® on early settlement
patterns; including studlea at a national level, (Innis.1935:
Wynn,1987), at provincial or regional levels (Phillips,1974;
Cartwright,1977), and at local county or township levels
(Micholson,1952; Dahms and Hoover,1979). Frederic (1974}
suggested that landscape patterns are dependent on site,
gituation, and human behawviour. Site is the local area thak
may be characterized by slope, soil type, vegetation., flood-
plains, crop patterns etc., as opposed to situation. which
isz distinguished by relative location. Brunger (197Za) defined
settlement as human presence in the area in guestion., for
a pericd of time which may vary according to the degree
af use made of local resources. Johnson {(1974) noted that,
in rural settlement geography, mapped spatial patterns of
density and distribution represent distances and directions
between human artifacts, transportation arteries, and Flields.
Harris (1967} contended that historical gecgraphers should
always ke on the lookout for information at the lowest level
of generalization, i.e., information on individual farms.

According to Russell (1983,1985,1989), township case micro-






