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S:Ienf Leafs Took. It,
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‘1his" ejn. Walked lho'lehsth of:

Theytaré'. prolmlonull. " ot|the room to the drinking’ foun~

ce{-m ‘YGet pald-to play" lhe
nmt So ll the end," Is It like
\tﬁll'hlfllllh picks.up his'lunch
hl.fclltl lqd heads for hnmt? Nol

m ﬁh..-h
L Ther&wasa big crowd surzing
“sIntht w amund the dress-
-Ar ,‘ the last- minute,
with,this n ghl the cops unable
%t:-'eapc
the litle man In

t&e*ln:'.l lm the end ‘of" the
'Monlrﬂl..bench awho, at & word|/
twm “Ahe' Rockel, the hnrd old

I ‘who Is Maurice Richard,|

rfc ol't with_the .Jook ©

mluion n:every bﬂunc&-ln:l
came “bccl:' ‘with the Rocket's
‘leehh; lp case thcre were' plc-
‘lures,’ -

. ‘And lbera was Conn S
“Inithe crowded -aisle, too, evm
from-bls s¢a) at_the front of the
| greens, asking an alde, "Where's
Belh dp" because the'istore
,mt‘ 4-0;land 'the gome nearly

‘overandihe. was going down to|
*shake hands-with the mnn fwhor

run lhd'thunplom., VT g
3= When“the" final - scconds: were
-aom and’ éht {inal cry to .slsnal
'lhb';;e‘: s went :;p tr:'ml-_g
‘crow ¢ Leal drossing:
‘was “empty and’ deuully m
'Oer the sound of the crl el and
eheau from" oulside, the loud-

v'volees In the corridors,
camo'the -hard clumping ol a
slngle~ palr- ot ﬂulu on thn
mdcn floor.™

w sl . %p b

*r Berdl. Olmlud No hlndl ha.d
| detﬂntdﬂllm on his way’ from
'llhtlounr..bench (hrough' people
lelling i {n'.' “Good .game, “_and,
“Toughyluck'” "and "the “other
‘h[nn-'thlt people * say. “He
‘{ossed his stick, not hard, at the
Tatk’ nemlho'door. Went to his
place & on:* the . ‘bench Slld
MIM“H el 2R B o Y
‘Ron Slcmrt exl. Larry
‘Regan.-L'Tim . ilorton. *'Gerry
James, ' Carl: _,Buwtr Clump ol
skates oniwood lnd A thud as
they 8at.” Blue “sweaters . and
Mrcer, \15& ‘and sllppery wlth
lwnt."
‘Na* pltycr yet. had & ken.
Mqu ¢came'In and sald to_ Regan
?.;In a'subdued volce,' “They wal
: (or-ltlwidon + nt:an ;ot
_ up lud ¢! umped out,” ~ - =
l" Punch lmluh, l.hl cueb

mlked An.-His wll g
wwl

‘Joaked, baggy, ‘Jle ;walked
‘s .coatl open. and his-hat over
f:-!—-‘—r_-_————-—-——-—

{ain, and the length of- it back -
and out Inlo a small room alone,
Bllly . Harrls, Frank Mahov-;
lleh, .Gerry. . Ehman.. . George-
Armatrons, lhe caplain, cime'in .
on the thin edge.of more’ emo-
tion . than hesecqlild ~conlrok.
Johnny Bower weht sround’the
corner to his plau,.omm wide,
wooden bcnch that runs uo:m,
the - wall, Sat.vAnd Irbm,
came . the' l t¥words..
out, "Bm: taul Wo a
\best ‘we Veou dl" AN NPT
'No answer,, "y Y S -':-..-

“King: Cluncy mlup lcron_
the room and spoke'but no one,
answered: Ted ‘Kennedy, ~who
§| as captain )d the!Stanley Cup
and -grinned™out “of "a- ttnlmd-
and ‘prematurely ; old face 'the,
el|last time Lnn won it,; walked:
through and anled “It's. no
disgracel™- -aud tbcni wm:ed
ulekly out a "" R

S Bl llmls nl uﬁu -uw
wall St hia- ince Aniotionies
almost’ out*ohlzht in-hanging
clothes . from - the shook y'above.
Bob' Pulfard ‘'sat ‘on 'the :bench,:
head - 'down, ; and vheld.a *colJ
bottle  of,a- soft - drink ¥in /a'
siraight: line. touching. h.l.llm}

and:forchead and -stared:al
. ﬂhrlzt \1. .P'}L‘ #qa 'y i’ﬁf
. Py
I was- lﬂll lllm‘ ‘alter/the-
first shower, sounded that‘Conn;
Smythe 'came In,‘a‘ fresh-faced
man In blue; Who'has been'in »,
lot. of- drulnf rooms, He “wenl
around:the players:one.by one,
shaking hands. Stopped especi-
ally, by 'Bower .and.put ;his "arm
around 1the: falrﬂulrcd uldt
man who was ,like' Horal
the ‘Bridge oul- lhcre tomtlme
Said, "Thank. you.” -And, "]
5133 nly lppncllle wlut you
« Other. dlrtctou ‘came ln‘n}d
shook :hands, - BowerykleX
towel lﬂm‘the;ﬂoor’en nu
way to, the; chmr,.nob‘by
gert,” (he. tralner,” called’ ou:
"Blevcn;l.m.k here, for the: team
pldnrc 1':\-.-1-- '1 Yi
Nommparmen.mu In"now,
and pholographers, Imlach  was
tnltln:—low at ‘(lrst. and then
beglnning -‘lo “ rise: .that* they
hadn't quit, they'd . played, U
hard, chqm Plante. +heen
magnlificent In goal,"Then, finals
ly, his. .volee' - rising hllh.
“There's one sure thing, Planle's
getting. olderuewn' . yoar!
Sooner of later, his qolllhl'
:oln: to tnll'” . _*- -

{alk from theg playru. .Aslow
comment here’pr.there from ope
to another, Olmatead was'dress-
ed and leaving before he npoh
IU .w°M¢ .
: Just & game, of course. '
" Played by men for a'llying, as
anyone. In the ‘crowd would lell
you—the ones,who ¢ry that this
one.or that:was stupld to make
this:bad pass'onthat bad ‘check,
as well as the opes, whao-suller
and die up therp'ln the’ hndl
when the m'lull’er and d
Just a gm. but they -
Jost It, and they. look ‘it as.if
Jit ‘'were their lvm Inllud.ot
thelr Uving. ~ - ' \



