— —— e S ——

Le

: Apart from an incendiary
dressing.-roaom oratlon or (wo,
still to he delivered,

Leafs and Delroltl INed Wings
arc reporled all setl for the re-

semisfinal In the Gardnes loe
night,

The series Is tied, 2-2, with a
sixth game In the works for
Detroit Olympia tomorrow. Aod
should "a “seventh game be
necessary It will be played here
on Wednesday, The winners
will bhe offered 1o Montreal
Canadiens In the Stanley Cup
1""“1.

i, Wings. who have been worke
ing ont al hame for the past
three days, flew Into town last
night. Leafs also spent the past
few days at home, regretlully
passing up thelr Peterborough
retreat,  Farthest Leafs ven-
tured outl of tawn was a safarl
to the Ted Recve Arena In the
cinsl end yesteeday for a prace
tice.

Latest word from this paper's
Gambling and Games Editor Is
that Lcals are favored to win
tonight's game, They were alto
favored to win the first game
==l they didn'l.

- Bt It has been ewplained,
melicvlously, ton, that if you
wish te wager on Leafs In lo-
night’s game you must give 1tz
foals al even money or plunk
thown S11 o win $3.

Speculators who prefler De-
troit will get ONE xoal at even
money or they may bet $5 to
win $0. If you don't feel In the
mood for hetting you may stiil
use the money o purchase
refreshments and  waleh the
game on teclevision.

leals showed unusual vigor
in thelr workout In the T, Reeve
rink yesterday but that could
be misleading because It was
cool there and maybe Lhey were
merely teying to get warm, Dut
thelr worrled leader, George
Iimlach, expressed mild saatisfac.
tion with thelr energy and he Is

change,

Some Inside analysts have
supgested that Imlach Is [rel-
ting abouwt two problems,
(a) Whom te employ on right
wing with Ned Kelly f(cenire)
land Frank Mahovlich tleft wing)
and () whether to give maore
lee fime to hie Irreverent line
of Gerry James, Duke Edmund.
{xon and Johnny Yllson,

As for (2) that might not be
{as serlous as It lodks, Mahovlich
might provide the answer, If
he feels In the mood to gallop
liIke he can and If Kelly can
gulde him out uf the corral with
those fenthery passes, Leafs can
get by with a hobhy horse on
the right side. And sald hohby
norse might even collect a few
4coring points,

That (b) might be more dif-
licult especially since James,
(Edmundson and Wilson seem to
- Imve thelr own cheering section
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sumption of thelr Stanley Cup

{+ + + Canadiens had Just finlshed

quick te recognize the Aymp-iallow the Hawks one goal In
{toms of a change In attitude.)iwo games on Chlecago Ice. . .

And e has been hoplng for alyf that indicates that the Habs!

By a Goal-and-a-Half | |

Abel Confident l
But Odds Favor|

-

!
|In the Gardens. Thelr exhorta-
tlons for Lhelr heroes sometlimes
inlerfere with a2 coach’s pro-
tound thinking. =

Perhaps U, would bhe mml'

arucdent for Imlach to save this
xuberant trio for spol assign.
nenls, a system be used suce
cossfully throughout the seaton,
They seem to work beller when
".hry aren't used regularly,

Also, It Is heped that Imlach
{may be able to resist the temp-
tation of ordering oxygen If his
troops get that tired-oul [eel-
ing, Should tlHat emergency
arise, merely sie James, Fd-
mundsen amd Wllton over the
boards, They're beller than
oxveen—and roughter, ton.

All of which, of course, Mr.
Imiach, It respeclively sube
mitted,

Noles: A dispateh from De-
troit sald that Sld Abel, WWings'
coach, was “confident™ as he de-
parled with his team for To-
[ronto for tonight's fifth game.
e« o 'l feel that wecan take a
{game from the Leafs on thelr
own Ice and win the big oge
{at - Olympia on Sunday, (oo™
sald Abel. . .. Here are other
quoles attributed to Confldent
Sld: “We've had a prelly good
{road club this year and 1 (eel
Just as canfident about playing
an Toronto lee ac | would at
home.” , . « "Oor big probliem
all season hax heen the tough
ek we've had around the net
In this serles we've had 108
{shots at Johnny Hower and
scorcd only 10 goals.—One of
ﬁlhcae nights we're going to gel
Hlucky and snow them under.”
Incldentally, during the
[ schedule, In seven games In the
Gardens, Wings won one, lost
flye and tled another. ...
Rangers' defenseman BHI Gads-|
rbJ‘v": remark on TV {from Chicago
Thursday night that Canadlens
“"could be had"™ In this year's
final scomed to lack conviction.)

1

climinating Black Hawks In four
successive games and they dldn‘l]

can be had It should he cx-
plained by Mr, Gadshy, Did he
mean for one game --or ane
period?

!

By REX MacLEOD
. It has. taken Johnny Bower
15 ycars, countless stitches
and numerous teeth (but no
grey halrs) to prove Lo every-
one's satisfaction that he be-
“longs In the Natlonal Hockey
L.eague.
And It Is Ironie that Bower,
a scarred 3J0-year-old goal-
keeper, should reach the peak
of his career al an age when
most hockey players have
elther relired or should have. -

Bower wiil serinusly con.
sider retiring at the end of
the scason, desplle his cure.
rent heroles for Maple Leafs
in thelr Stanley Cup series
with Detroit Red Wings, The
games, he says, are gelting
longer all the time. Leafs, of
course, might change his
mind. |

“I won't decide about re-
tirlng untll ] get back home,"
saltl Bower, who relurns lo
pl’lnfc :\".K'l'l. S“ku I."I.t‘ll
spring. “If 1 can . get a good
job during the off scason |
may retive. I'd like to get my
kids In school and quit mov-
ing around.

“At any rate I'll walt until
| recelve a contract f[rom
Punch lmlach (Leafs' man-
ager-coach), 1 don't think I'm |
good for 70 games anymore,
L get awfully tired. If 1 re.
turn 1 woyld prefer to be
Leals' second goalkecper.”

Poor old decrepit Dower,
the records show, played a
mere 66 games for Leals this
season. Among the NHL reg-
ulars only Jacques Plante of
Canudiens and Glenn Hall of
the Black Hawks played
more games. Also, the only
JAwo NI goalies with belter
gpoals-against averages than
Bower were Plante and Hall

Bower's Journey to the
NHL was a long, tedious one
pithough many observers
think fand thought) this was
a coloszal mistake on the parl
of NIHL cosches and man-
agers,

Bower broke iuto proles-
slonal hockey with Provi-
dence of the AHL in 1945-46.
He hasn't missed a year since,
whether it was the AML, the
Western lHockey League or
the NIHL. .

Bower's goals-againy aver-

. age this year, for Instance,
' was 2.73. Last year, his first
' with Leafs, it was 2.74. But,
" away back In 10353.34, when
. he labored a scason for New
York Rangers, his averaze
- wa< 2.60—and Rangers fin-
ished in fifth place. Bower's
i yeward for that performance
| was demotion to the minors—

Vancouver of the Wesiern
liockey Leoague.

Even last year, Dower’s [irst
with Leafs, Imlach was serl-

nusly considering sending

him back to the minors at
mid-scason. e relenled and,
naturally,
that he did. _
Jim Jlendy, general mane

he's happy now
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Johnny Bower's Sl-hlln Belles Tenslon but It Could Be Dilferent

?lante Called Shutout

Goalie Credited
For Speedy Win
Over Chihawks

Montreal, April 1 (CM —
Goalle Jacques Plante was the
lalk of Montreal Canadieny’
fandom today after slapping the
horse collar on Chicaga Black

Hanks twice In succession o

waltz his club Inte N 101L
conscculive Stanley Cup final,

Plante’s 4-0 and 2.0 shutoul
performances In Chicago, after
two 43 wins here last week,
knocked the Ilawks from the

or Detrolt win

Natlonal llockey League play-

days' rest and light drills while
awaiting the winner of the sce-
oad semidinal between Torontn

Maple Leals and Detroit Red
Wings, now lied 2.2 In games.

The slart of the {Inal scries
is indefinite i either Toronlo
hoth weekend
games In Toronlo tomorrow
night and In Delroll, Sunday
night, and end+*the scrics.

NHIL, Presldent Clarence
Campbell rald he will have lo
consult with the teams involved
and may have an announcenient

offs In four games, The climin:}about the final series’ dates dure
atlan of Chicago gave Montrealiing the weekend. - \

a hoost np the ladder toward
a record {ifth cup championship
In a Tow.

While Canadiens’ supporidrs
were busy swapping storles of
Plante's phenomenal saves and
trips outside his gonlie's crease,
there came word from his wile
that Jacques predicted Thurs-
dny's shulout win,

Afler Tuesday night’s game,
Mrs. Plante told a reporler,
Jacques called home and asked

i she was proud of him, ;
C "I told him [ was very proud,”
|she sald.

“*'We'll win the next game
by another shutomt,! Jacques
told me."

She sald she watched last

!nlnht's game on lelevislon bat
had to leave the room in the
last three minutes because she
sald she could not stand the
excitement, -

It wax Plante's ninth ahntout
in Stanley Cup piny. [lls first
was In 10383 In Chicago Stadium
in his first playolf game as a
substitote for Gerry MceNell.

During the rexular scason,

the 3Jl-year-old goalle scored
only three shulouts as he won
the Vezina trophy for the fifth
successive year, by a allm
margin aver Hawks' Glenn lall,
The trophy Is awarded 1o the

|Ronlle on the club wilh the
.|best goals-against record In the

70-game schedule,
1 “Plante s without doub. the
|hest goalle In hockey,” mald
Coach Toe Blake after last
night’s game. *“l-don't want to
take anything away from Hall,
‘tbut Plante is betler than he s,
capecially when the chips are
down," i
Canadicens were due for a few

.i:Johnny Bower Proves He Belongs in NHL

ager of Cleveland Barons, of
the American lockey League,
has been one of Bower's mosl
falthful boosters’ down
through the yecars. Bower
played nine years for the
Darons,

“Bower should . have heen

v+ jn the NHL for keeps at least

seven or elght years ago.” sald
Hendy. “Even NIL players:
sald he was as good as al
. Jeast half of the goalles In the
NIL,

“1 don't know why he didn't
make it sooner. lle has the
' abllity, the temperament and
the guts, 1've seen him cut for-
18 slilches In the mouth and
stil keep playing. And there
wWas never a  helter-liked
player on our team.™

llendy recalled that Leafls
could have had Bower back In
the 1040.30 scason. At that
time the Cleveland club had
both Bower and Al Rollins
And Leafs were looking for
a successor 1o Turk Broda.

“Squib Walker, Leafys
scoul, stayed with us for six
games,” sald llendy. .“We
played Bower one night and
Rollins the nex!. After six
games Walker told us he
«wanted nol‘llns.'lt took them
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Tonight

Veteran goalkeeper is key [iguce as Leafs-Red Wings renew series. - .

Hlowever, he sald that i the
Toronto<Delrolt serics goes the
Iimil,’ to a seventh and deciding
#ame In Torontn next Wednese
day, the final series will slart
In Montreal next Saturday night.
The first two games of the beste
nl’-.tln'rn final will be In Mnonle
real,

Blake declined to make any

{predictions about the final or

say which team he would preler
lo meef.

"A few days' rest will do us
good," he sald. “We'll be ready
for clther Toronlo or Delroll,"”

During the rcgular schedule,
Canndiens had slightly greater
success over the seccond-place
Leals than over the fourth-place
fled Wings., Agoinst Toronto,
they wan 10, ticd two and lost
twa, Agalnst Detrall, they won
seven, lost tvwo and (led [flve
timea.

Canadlent oulscored Leafs
51-28, In thelr 14 mectings and
Wing. 3820, '

several more years helore
they got Dower In the draft,”

Uower apparently doesn't
lold any grudges because
NHL tcams Ignored him for
20 many scasons, He. dkin‘t
even wanl to leave Cleveland,
when Leafs drafted him twe
years ago. A two-year cone
tract was (he big selling
point. .

But Bower may be reminde
Ing many NHL scouls of thelir
faux pas with his brilllant-
play In Leafs « Red Wings
series, This semifhy | Is tled,:
22, and only, some observers
insist, because Bower has
been uncanny In bloeking
sholx,

“I sald before the series
started that Leals could win
the Stanley Cup I Bower
keeps on playing the wiy he
has recently,” - sald Wingy'
seneral manager, Jack Adams,
“And I dldn't sce anything in
the {irst four games to change
my mind.

“le beat us In that flrst
overtime game when we oule
shot Leafs, 60-52. 1 didn’t be-.
lleve some of the stops he
made, cven thougu [ saw
them. But, how long can he
keep It up?™”

That's a question Bower
would like 1o answer or have
answered for him, With the
serles renewling here tonight
he can feel the pressure pll-
Ing up because he realizes 1o
much }s expectled of him, And
the [irst few minules of the
game will be the worst.

“It means a lot to a goal-
keeper Il he stops the [int
few shols,” sald Bower., "Then
you feel a lot belter, But
they score on you early
then It's rough. | know It
makex me nervous.

“I was jumpy In that first
game of the serles when De-
troit gol away to an carly
20 lead. Whenever that hap-
pens Lthe puck seems to start
bouncing the wrong way ne
matter how you play il. It's
an awful lullnf."

Best tranquillizer fors taut
goalkecper In Bower's opin-
lon Is for his team lo glve
him an early lead. That's
mighty relaxing medicine, es-’
pecially In playolf games
where one goal quite often Is -
the diflerence belween 3 wia
or a Joss,

And that might be a cive
for Leafs If they wish o re-
ward thelr honest, old goalie
for scrvices already performe
ed In this series. Go put and
gel him a few goals. The odds .
are (hat Bower will take it
from there.



