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Coach Funch Imlach Surprised His Players by Calling a Pre-Playoff Practice and
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Pep-Talk at the Gardens Yesterday
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Leafs, who open playoffs against Detroit here Wednesday. will spend rest of weck at their Peterborough training headquariers.

jlmloch Sees 5-Game Set
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| By REX MacLEOD
Globe end MAl Reporter

Detroll, Mareh 21 — Jack
Adams, general manager of De-
troit Red Wings, insists It will
{be an upsct if his Wings should
accidentally eliminate Toronto
Maple Leafs in theie Stanley
Cup scries whieh begins in To-
tonto Weditesday,

Adams, surprlsingly  jocular
despite his  desolate  outlook.
{landed Leafs as a well-balanced
Jteam that mizht be more fors
|uidable than anticipated — [f

HJohnny  Bower continues s
{sveat goaltending,

s UIU will definitely be an up-
f*et 30 we  gel past Leafs.”
ichuckled  Adams here  tixday.
|“Tht‘.\"h‘ prabably betler dal-
janed than we are. And that
tBower, In our statistics we Leep

jtrack of all shots on goal—plusi,

the near misses, Do you Kuo
| how many shols we fired at hi

Relaxed Wings Set
1o Give Leafs Woe

Sunday? Eightyeseven. And we
only get two goals.

“But we're not tao worried
this year. In other years wiih
Some of our good clubs, | used
to worry' about getting knocked
off by a weaker team. This
yoar we're Just happy to get in,"

This happiness kick will prob-
ably stay with Adams untit ap.
proximately 8 pam., Wednesday.
After that strangers should ap-
proach Wim with cautlon, pre-
ferably with a bodyguard wav.
ing a white {laz.

Leafls will probably Le favor-
¢¢l 1o climinate Wings because
;nr past  performance  charls.
( During the schedule Leafs won
nine. lost four and tied one with
Wings, But it was Dower's aniaze
g coallewding thar gave Leafs
A 32 win here In the sehedule
finale.

Bower has had a successtul
asot, cspeclally for an old-

Witimer, but to ask him to do a
Mirepeat of his Sunday hevoles

ihere I8 like asking a baseball

:pitehier to plich another no-
‘Titter.

Sid Abel, Wiogs® coach, agrees
With his " boss. Adams. that
Leafs appear to be a stronger
tcam. But don't think {or =&
second that old Dootuose has
itbrown in the towel.

"Leals have the team, there's

1o doubl about that.” =aid Abel
—and he tvas serious. “But our
fcllows are relaxed now. They
were pretty tipht for a few
IRames but that's all over now
(ibhat they're {n.
P "I know one thing. We have
‘not had any breaks all season.
At might sound corny but e
ipuck ltasn’t Leen bouncing for
‘us, We lost scveral games that
we should have won because of
-the breaks. But our guvs are
gelling more confidence all the
‘Ume and I think we might pull
st surprise or two before this
‘I through.”

Wings will iy out of heore to-
morrow and they will remaln
in Taoronto, rather than a sylvan
retreat, for the first 1wo games
of the best-of-scven serfes.

Physlcally, Wings ace In good
shape. Defenseman Mare
Reaume and right-winger Jack
MeKenzie are the only players
with Injurles and Mare who
missed the Jast game of the sca-
son because of an Injured knee.
Is coxpecled 1o be ready for
Wednesday's game.

"Wa don't expect to have Me-
KNenzle back until the final"
observed Adams.

Wings worked out lightly in
the Olympla here today, de-
voling nwost of thelr. deill 1o
skating and shooting, And one
of thelr hardestworking plavers
was a fellow named Gord
Hoyve.

And, incldentally, why Is
everyone dismissing Wings so
lightly when they have the
great Gordon, a gifted chappie
who can moaonopolize the puek
for 58 minutles or so per game
={l he feels insplred?
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Bx JIM VIPOND
¢ Punch Imlach, rapidly cstab-
lishing & reputation as a chame-
Hdcon, steadiad away long enough

‘Xesterday 1o proclai. his Leafs

would win one game of theiriyesterday™s confusion concerisjacrlved, Imlach was cerlalnly in

|semib-final series in Detroit.

That's a slight departuse
(fromy last scason’s stralghtlor-
rward "We'll win fn six,” but
(somewhat understandable from
(e pressurized coach who re
leently added door locking to
Ihe normal avocation of open-
ng and shutting gates.

- 0N a sleepless return journey
from Detroit Sunday night. o
Jach not only chantced his mind

fpace in the forecasting departs
Tmeit

This explanation came over
(coffee after he had put  his:
-charges through a long woerkout’
tat the Gardons tin Torontod,
fwhile most of the hockey read.!
‘Ing public thought he was work-!
Ing  behind lacked doors in:

Pcterborough.

Leafs Soiburn in Peterborough

tlis explanation is interproted;

“{some may call it second guess.
“Ing? thusly: Imlach {igures that
he'll win the first two games
herey, Wednesday and Satucday,

split Lhe two games in Detroit!
‘next week and then wrap up:
‘the round in front aof the home!

‘tawn fans a week feomy Satur-;

i day,
tHe lr:_tl himself a bit of an
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‘_____ biogtesehmei o Tl land pop talks galore. IU's a
;Aboul seccrel practices in a fav-,
1of{ vendeavous, but paused long!
Lcnough to explain his ehanze of!
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out by suggesting a sixth game,ed. An afternoon call uncover-

might be necessary to be ridled news that Leafs had booked

of the challenge of a Defroit|practice time, but hadn't shown

tecam that worked through ajup,

most unpredietadble season. Il also produced a statement
There was humor attached to;that, although the feam ladn't

ing the Leals whcrcabuuls._Peleruorough. Inasmuch as this
One ingenious  reporter tele-inews was relayed 10 minutes
phoncd the wives of Leafs'iafter Imlach boad left the Gar-
plavers to find out where theldens kalfee klateh, it was pre-
husbands had gone. sumed the Pelerborough neows
On the first call he heard alwas somewhat In error,
masculine volee roar from the| g0 the Leafs are in Peters

backgoeound: “Tell him 'm not - y
in. I'm out of town ™ borough this morning. They'it

A morning call 1o Peterhoy-| 014 motning and afternoon

; workouls ULetween games and
ough brotluced the informntionf v vt Ve film studv sossions
that the arena doors were locks -

styict training routine with play-
crs In their rooms Ly 11 pam,
and lghts out at 113:30 p.an,
Breakfase will be at 8 a.nt. fol-
lowwed by a nlce Tony walk ta
the arena. No hitelishiking pey-
mitted.

This afternoon Muaple Leafd
will break in their spapking new
home uniforms amtt Thursday
aftecrnoon, the day after the
opening  clash  with  Detroit,
their spanking new road uni.
forms will be given a sweat
. « » € airing,.

Will the press be welcome?
M, Imlach was asked and the
look of surprised Innecence that
anyvone should think otherwilse
left a fow mystifled bodles won.
dering about the hazards of
coaching.
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