Does a Player

EVER Goot?

By JIM VIPOND
Globe and Mail Sports Editer

FPHE PAST 24 hours have brought down the wrath of

Toronto hockey executives, players and fans on the
broad shoulders of Mr. Frank Udvari, a most experienced
referce in the National Hockey League,

“He goofed.” thev've been screaming ever since Mr.,
Udvari disallowed a goal by Ron Stewart at 6:10 of the
sccond period of the first game of Series B of the Stanley
Cup plavoffs in which Detroit defeated Toronto, 2-1.

+ + + 3
Regardless of what the flickers may divulge, it
ssems rather unfair 1o me to make one person the goat
of the game. This qualified referee, under continual
verbal attack from excited players and coaches made a
split-second decision. In his job there it no time for
deliberation.
+ + + +

Leafs, after being vastly outplaved in the first period.
were ganging the Detroit goal area. Referce Udvari raised
ms hand signalling a penalty 1o Pele Geogan for interfer-
ence. He did not biow his whistle until, as he thought,
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Toronto lost possession of the puck. That second of decision

arrived within a fraction of the time that Stewart fired,
I

into a wide-open net.

S0, no goal. So, Udvari goofed rand that is
ol biased opinion). .

So, let’s not Kid ourselves about any referee’s decision
costing any team any game. If Mr. Udvari goofed, so did
a lot of players on both teams. For instance, although we,
hésitate to point the finger at such a hard-working player,|
we imagine Bert Olmstead would be the first to admit he,
goofed in missing the open net in the final minute of play.
That goal would undoubledly have forced overtime. '

Didn’t Johnny Bower goof.when he hesitated in clear-
ing a puck early in the game and Gordie Howe poked it
into the net? Didn't Jack Mclntyre goof minutes later when

he couldn’t get his stick on a Howe pass at the goalmouth,
not once but twice?
+ + + 1
Didn’t Dickie Duff, George Armstrong and Billy

Harris goof when they let Detroit’s third line of

Mcintyre, Len Haley, Val Fonteyne and/or Jerry

Melnyk check them dizzy all night? This was supposed

to be the line against which Duff and Co. would fly.

T+ ¥ ) +
Didnt Norm Ullman and Alee Delvecchio goof on!
breakaways in the third period when they insisted on pass-
ing the puck instead of shooting?

" Two coaches of our acquaintance. Punch Imlach of the
Leals and Bob Goldham of St. Michael's Majors, insist
that hockey is a game of mistakes. Apparently this think-
ing is for players only, not referees who are under pressure
all the time. And once again, we insist this is not to imply
that Mr. Udvari goofed.
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a matter

+ + +

Amid all the first game post-mortems the quiet
comment of Billy Harris bears repeating. In fact the
professor in charge of Toronto hockey psychology
might well chalk Harris® words on the dressing room
blackboard.

“It's aboutl time we quit thinking about Canadiens
and concentrated on beating this club. All we've

heard around here is that we have to beat Canadiens.
What about the Wingy?"

Even the rival general manager, Jovial Jawn
Adams, conceded this was sound thinking on Harris’
parl,

I

+ + + +

Indicative of the length to which hockey buffs deliber-
ale their favorite spectating sport at playoff time is the
challenge of Wesley Earl and Vie Anderson. They hold to
the common belief that Canadiens are all but invincible.

And as they also hold that neither Chicago, Detroit
nor Toronto will be capable of stopping Montreal from
winning a [fifth consecutive Stanley Cup. they . . .
challenge Canadiens to score a goal at 6:12 of the third)
period of the third game of the final round. .

“And we're willing to bet that the puck will be sitting
there in the net at that time.”

+ + + +
FPAMELY TOPICS: Red Wings worked for an hour at the!

Gardens yesterday morning. . . . Gordie Howe was!
excused after a light skate. . . . Goalie Terry Sawchuk!
bruised his right hand in stopping a shot but ice packs,
reduced the swelling. . . . Gus Ryder writes from Honomlu[
where he is enjoving a three months' rest. . . . Meanwhile!
his buddies at Lakeshore Swimming Club are having filtra.
tion troudble. . . . So much so that the pool will be closed
on Sunday. . Members still desirous of swimming are
reminded to take sharp pickaxes to break the thick ice on!
the lakefront. . . . Buck McKenna, former Argo footballer!
and sandiot baseball playver is in St. Joseph's Hospital. . . .
Murph Blandford, our portly little outside man, has been
appointed manager of the Isabella Hotel. . . Who says
umpires don't get ahead in the world?
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covering an antidete o Cinethe
Howe and his budelos

Earlier this week, intins asnn-
templative playolf. movresst, it
was reported that Loals wililfied
through workouls that: wenye the
last word in ferocily. Wail), tihoy
weren't nearly as anevdnilic or
as  belligerent todnyy  Wow L
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itches His Shol Elude Glenn Hall for First Cann'dlcn Goal Last
Chicago dejunzammen Jack Foans (3) and Al Arbour (2) stand helpless as Gros Bill opens scoring,
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Gerarge Imlach, the worried

fmanager-coach of Leafs, spent

respect  in Wednesday's

(fonto  Mapie Leals  uinelonidy yogorday in his laboratory try-

| - ' . BN ‘
'Detroit Bed Wings v TForaito

ol 1apping Howe. And the only
isolution he came up with was
‘an clephant gun. But a check
'with NHL hcadquarters brought
{the sad news that this was nol
Ipermitted in a playoff game.

| 'One pall-bearer sought to
console Imlach by suggesting
that the 2-1 loss to Wings would
undoubtedly cause Leals to play
imuch harder In future games,
vLeafs, It was ventured piously,
'had been taught a lesson.

| “The hell with the lesson™
vetorted Imlach. “I'd sooner
a win to {al]l back on,”
King Clancy, Imilach's chief

Leals wentl througin tha aons.
lomary praclice manounere 'to-|

Some of the Leals urp stie.
pecting they went miiu, \Wnilnes-
day's series openen wilin Uhe
wrong attitwde, Thas- haH !heen

dreaming of the dalinmns jpros-|

pect of beating Montreal] Cunes
diens in the Stanios Quun final,

For the past faw waulis Hhoir!

soothsavers have Kot manetir-
ing them that they comitl Thesit
Canadiens. Some off Hm puvs
might have parakon. !
ally of this heady pattun.
Leafs figure theM oun il

repel the Red Wings Ualt snow !
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mention of Leals winniing in|

five games any move, Hinwitzor
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s Hhar- |

vday and wound up with: & mn‘rlm-ll
tmage that could have Dwan aon. |
tducted in a ballravm: Rt gy
{be this time they am amysorv-|
ling their enurgy (oF Hhair ot |
Ui against the Wings
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(alde and spiritual counsel, sug-

gested that Wings were a bt
fortunale to win the opening
game of the seorles—despite
lHowe's celestial performance.

“I don't think we {(Leafs)
played well enough lo deserve
a win," explained Clancy. “But
we had betller scoring chances
than the Wings. One thing I'm
sure of. The puck will never
bounce like that for the Wings
again."

Clancy thought that most of
Lthe breaks went 10 the Wings.

Leafs worked out for about
70 minutes today and Imlach
decided to experiment with his
lines. Dick Duff and Frank
Mahovlich, two leftwingers
who have glven him nervous

tremors all season, appeared on
a line with Red Kelly. Kelly

Subdued Leafs Waltz, Worry

x &

?Huddle on How to Hobble Howitzer Howe
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left,
Another Jine had Billy Harris
al conire with George Arme-

Ehman on left. Ehman s nor-
mally a right winger. Imlach
sald he might {ry these lines
in the second game of the
series in the Gardens on Satur-
day.

“I wanted to sce' if Llhe
changes would make any dil-
forence,” he sald. “Frankly, |
wasn't impressed with the way
they went, It was a lousy prac-
tice. But I might just try them
that way in the next game.”

Notes: Larry Regan was hit
by a deflected puck in today's
workout am¢d he required four
stitches to close a rip on his
left checkbone. . . . Goalkeeper
Johnny Bower., who appeared
norvous in the series opencr
against Wings, looked alert in
today's dril), . . . Gerey Jamos
'defeated Duke Edmundson in
a speed-skating exhibition ol
rselence and skill but Edmund-
{«an |s demanding a rematch....
Look for a few changes in
Leafs' lincup If they lose their
sccond game to Wings on Satur-
day.
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played at centre, with Duff on!
right wing and Mahovlich on

strong on right wing and Gerry|

up two assists.

night, before the
teams move to Chicago for the
next two games Tuesday and

Thursday of next week.

Chicago was obviously hurt
by the loss of 30-goal scorer

- IBo:ibl:va." Hull, who cntered hospl-
; a
= |throat and high fever. 1lis spot!
‘|at left wing with Bill Hay and

today with an infected

Murray Balfour was filled by
Balfour, who switched (rom
right wing, while Eddie Litzen.

','twrs:cr was sent In at right

wing.

For the first two periods of
play Canadiens had a decided
edge In a wide-open game,
Hawks tried desperately lo
close the gap in the third
' period but never quile made it

[ Erlc Nesterenko and “Tod
Sloan suffered face culs late in
the game when they collided
head-on in the Chicago zone.

Nesterenko hit his head on
the boards and had to be helped
lo the clinle, weak-kneed and
bleeding, Sloan gotl up under
his own steam and followed him
to the clinie. Neslerenko necded
five stitches ta close & face cul
and Sloan three,

Montreal coach Toe Blake ac-
cepled the viclory, but was nol
entirely pleased with the per-
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of his Canadiens,
sceking thelr fifth Stanley Cup
in a8 row.

“We missed too many
chances,” he said. "We weren't
sharp at all" Rudy Pllous,
coach of the Hawks, closed the
dressing room lo reporters after
the game.,

Beliveau opened the scoring
halfway through 1the (irst
period, with a close-in shot off

Bonin's pass from brhind the)

goal,

At about the 15-minute mark.
Pranovost made it 2-0 when hise
shot hit goalie Glenn Hall's
stick and flipped in, Balfour
cut the lead to 2-1 little more
than a minute later, slapping
the puck Into the nct with Mon-
treal goalie Jacques
sprawled at the side of the goal.

Midway through the second,
Noore scored on a screened
shot while Chicago wast shorl-
handed one player. Jack Evans

was in the penally box at the|

lime.

]

Plante! T

iens Edge Black Hawks, 4-3

Chicago Misses Bobby Hull,
Out With Throat Infection

MONTREAL, March 24 (CP)—>Montreal Canadiens tonight won the first
game of their Stanley Cup semi-final series with Chicago Black Hawks with a 4-3
win before 14,193 spectators.
o The big Montreal line of Jean Beliveau-Bernie Geoffrion and Marcel Bonin
% (Was the deciding factor in Canadiens' victory. scoring two goals. -

Beliveau and Geoffrion scored one each and Geoffrion and Bonin cach picked

The other Montreal goals were by Dickie Moore and Andre Pronovost.
Murray Balfour, Ted Lindsay and Ron Murphy scored for Chicago.
Second game in the best-of- formance

BB | sceven scries will be played here
| Saturday

'the Eastern Professional Hockey

League, pleked up an assist o9
Murphy’s goal., :

Referee Eddie Powers called
seven minor  penaltics, four
against Chicago.

.m:p—ﬂw‘ 1ally decense, DOate,
Vaske, Artowdr, Xyvane sSL Laurent.
forwards., flay, M. Ralfeur, Litzen-
terger. Lindsay. Sloan, Murphy, Skav,
Seaterenko, Wharmasm, N, Jehneon,
ks, E. Ballour.

Menleeal — Ceoal, elevar,
Haivey, Langleds, T, Johasea. Turner,
Taldol: fommards, Heliveayw. Geolltlon,
Beala. Jackstrom. Hieke, M, Nichatd,

Mover, Proaent, L Hikhanl., Unmellr,
Meshall Proamuost

Relerw. Bade  Dowers:  linesmen
Nl Armsstrone and Loz Davwiintle

First Terivd
Je-Mogtreal, Deliveau

Manle:

WAty T, 1Walntl L.eceeses MR
s=Mentreal, Prozuveet
.';1'}"'""' -------------- L Iﬁﬁt
S=Chicagen. M. Dalfour
tHay, LIZenbetger) ceenves LR M
Peunlties <« Evans, 3:00: Johnve
Mele, 13.0%: Liteentetpes,
19:9,
Secvnd Terbed
4—=Montreal. Mvee (Becun
(G0oTIONY cesnsccccnsnanss F.As

S—Caicagy, Lindsay «Whartam' 1d:1a
Penalties: Langlols 3:41, Bvass S:i,
Talled 330

Third Verind

Lindsay, a tireless skater for

Chicago. picked up his marker| *
late in the second period. scor- |

ing on a partly screencd shol

from directly in front of the H‘:‘_‘ Meaitreal
ret, Ken Wharvam. one of the(*™ ¢

best Hawks during the game.
scet up the goal in the Cana
diens' zone.

of the third period with
Geoffrion's brilliant goal on 2
hreakaway through Chicago de-
fonsemen Plerre  Pllote  and
Elmer Vasko. Beliveau's pass 10
Geoffrion at the Canadiens’
blue line sent the right winger
sireaking in on 1ilall, Boom-
Boom faked Hall out of position
anid slapped the puck into the
net.

Murphy cut the lead lo 4-3
with less than two minutes 1o
play, slipping in & backhander
trom 20 feet out. The puck shol
in between Plante’s leg and the
goal post, though the Montreal
goalle made & stab at the puck
with his gloved hand,

Wayne Hicks, Dbrought wup
from Sault Ste. Marie Thunder-

Canadlens made It 4.2 a1 10:32|
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