By REX MacLEOD

Unless those misunderstood
referces reform they could be
responsible for the heroie Manle
Leafs losing their Stanley Cup
semi-final serics to the hated
Detroit Red . Wings.

At Jeast that is the whole-
some, unblased Impression onc
gels from unidentified Leafs'
ledders as they awalt the {ifth
game of this series In the Gar-
dens Saturday, The best-of-seven
scl is now tied, 2-2.

Leafs' unidentified leaders, of
course, don't wish thelr opin-
fons about referces lo be pub-
lished oeccause (the Natlonal
Hlockey League takes an ex-
Aremely dim view of any criti-
cism about ils officlals. Vio-
ators could be punished by
heavy {ines.

But lLeals were greatly oul-|
raged in Detroit on Tuesday
because right-winger Ron Stew-
art was in the penalty box,
scrving a heinous hooking sen-
tence when Gerry Melnyk scor-
cd the winning goal for Red
Wings In overtime.

Stewart, they point oul, was
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also victimizz = 1a the first game
of the scrics—which the Wings
aiso won. Stewart scored a goal
tut It was disaliowed because
the refcree had blown his
whistle to signal a penalty—to
the Wings. :

Il was referce Vern Bulley
who whistled off Stewart In
Detroit Tuesday — for hooking
Jack Mcintrre. There was no
doubt that Stewart was guilly
But Leafs" leaders thought the
offense should have been over-
looked., The dcore was tied,
numerous other Indiscretions
had been pardoned and their
opinion was that Buffey should
not have calied anything shorl

of shinny manslaugiter., That
was (e modus operandi of|
ieferee Frank Udvari in the)
third game of the series, also .ni

Detroit,

Whether the referees were a
trifle impulsive or notl does not
seem 1o be the principal lssuc
in this ltUe discussion. Many
observers have been greatly
perplexed that Leafs should
have been so unimpressive as

o require overtime against
Wings, a team that had 1o
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scramblie furiousiy te finish in) trouble than he anticipated.

{fourth place.

Throughout the scason Leals,
in 14 gamces, won nine from the
Wings. And before the playoifs
started Leafls' manager-coach
Geoige Imlach,
forecast, suggesicd the series
should nol go more than five

games-=with Leafs winning o(“

course.

Leafs' strategy In this serles
has been directed mainly at
stopping Gordiec Howe, the great

“I would have to say they
have been tougher than |
thought but mainly because we
haven't been playing as well as

I thought we would,” he said,

in a charitable|“1 thought some of our guys
would give out with a beller}

cf{fort than they have. Maybe
they don't like money any
more.”

Noles: Leafs arrived back in
Toronlo yesterday and held a
light workout in the Gardens.

right-winger of the Wings. And|Several players were excused

they have done quitle a com-

mendable  Job, sometimes re-ididn't require any practice.

because Imlach thought they

ducing Howe to merely great{Bert Olmstead. Allan Stanlev.

instcad of magnificent,

Ron Stewart, Pulford

Bobby -

But, lronically enough, Leals and Billy Harris were the ab.

have been blatantly ignoring
some of the other Detroit hired
hamds. And 1t has been a
peculiar line of Len Haley, Val
Fonteyne and Melnyk that has
caused Leafls acute embarrass.
ment. lHaley scored the winner
for Wings in the first game and
Melnyk took care of the chore
in Detroit Tucsday.

Imlach, who still figures that
Leafs wid win the scrics, admits
that Wings have given him more
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sentees. . . . Winzs, who will
nol arrive here until tomorrow
had a morning workout in the
Detroit Olympla and coach Sid
Abel will drill them there again
tloday. . .. Jack Adams, general

feiled Anti-Ref Talk Heard
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Red Wings' Playoff Success Baffling to Leafs' Fans

*

imarazer of the Wings, fmures
that Wings would be lcading
the series by at least, 3-1, if It
weren't for the superiative
play of Johnny Bower, Leafs
goslkecper. . . . “Bower has
inever plaved better goal In his
life than lie did in those four
games.” sald Adams. "llow long
can he keep It up? . .. Im-
lach and his chiefl assistant
King Clancy were in Rochester
last night for the American
{Hockey League playoff game
between Rochester and Cleve-
land. . . . Imlach has indicated
that he might promote onc or
iwo Rochester plavers to Leafs
il It can be done without inter-
fering with Rochester's playoll
arrancoments. . . . Jack Me-
Kenzie, Wings' aggressive for-
ward, who has misscd the first
four playvefl games, while re-
covering from an injury, may
be back in the Jincup here Sat-
urday.

L

Chicago, March 30 (UPD —
Toe Blake, coach of the Stanley
Cup champion Montreal Cana-
diens, refused to count the Chi-
cago Black Hawks out of the
1960 cup struggle today, though
his tcam bolds a 3-0 lead in the
best-of-seven series,

Hawk Pilot Ponders:
Could Swi

tch Lineup

i's not just a case of making
the puck roll for you, that
you've got to work for it.

"“We're nol going to change
our sirategy, and we still can go
all the way. We'll just try to be
sane and do the right things and
get some good results”

Both teams worked their re-

i

“There's always life for thosclserves today and gave the regu-

guys,” he said, “Far from it for
them to quil. They gave us two
lerrific games in Montreal, and
they're all prelly proud to be in
the.National Hockey Leaguc,
“In this game you can't be a

little oo cocky because there's|

always somcbody ready to step
on you, and I've seen too many
coaches or managers who've hyd
lo eat their words. We Kknew
were going to have a battle, and
we'll be going to Iry a little
harder."

The Canadiens could close out
the semi-final cup serics tomor-
row with a fourth consccutive
win over the Black Hawks, who
finished third In the recgular
scason race, and Blake said he
would appreciate such a {inish

“It would be good to win.,” he
said, “because then we'd get a
little rest before we would go
into the final series. Definitely
we'll'try to end it all"

- Coach Rudy Pilous of the
Hawks, though downcast, said

he couldn't rule his.sextet out,|

“They're too good a hockey club
to just sit and take i." he sald,
|"'.l'hcy know they played poorly
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lars who playcd last night, when
the Canadiens won a 4-0 shutoul,
a rest. Tomorrow Pilous planned

the Canadiens wouldn't be on
the ice. “We never work the
day of a game,” he said,

Pilous, who last night said he
contemplated possible lincup
changes, said today that tomor-
row’s drill would make up his
mind. “I don't want to do things
in haste, so I'm reserving judg-
ment. If everybody looks like
they're on the move, I won't
make any. If the few 1 have in
mind aren’t doing the job, then
there could be forward Lline

ichanges or a defense change.”

-
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a morning drill but Blake said .

last night, and they know lhall



