Bellef in Idea, Product Started

Shaw Research In Omemee V l]age

The story behind Shaw.
Research oi Omemee IS one,
of a near genius’ belief in.
an idea and its product. = |

The story begins in Hunts-
ville early in the century,
when 16-3?&31-{}1{3{ Charles'
Shaw joined a mechanical
sang at his father’s Anglo-|
Canadlan Leather Co. |

He had a natural ieelm
for chemistry .and soon be~-
gan applying his acqmred*
knmwledge to tanning pro-!
cesses. Combined Wlth this
was an outstanding mech-|
anical ability. . -

In 1927 Charles Shaw de—
sicned and built the first
heavy leather press in Ca-|
nada. He received neces-|
sary patents on his ma-
chine and for his achieve-|
ment was awarded an ht:m-{

orary membership in the,

Ameriean Society of En':
gineers. dhcr |

on faster,  more efficient,
methods of ' tanning
late in the 1920’s developed,
an advanced system and
searched for a place to set|
up a -pilot plant. |

After a brief period 11"'| .

Grand Rapids, Michigan,|
Charles Shaw moved back!
to Canada and in 1932 was|
setting up a full ﬂedqed
operation in Omemee.
Continually developing!

and improving tanning pro-|
cesses,  Charles Shaw was|

|

He c::mtmued workmga

and !

g R
ol e e
e L ] L]

S]’]H‘W HQSL"}]{'UE’} 217 pl{)\*.‘txp

began searching for meth- Brackley.

ods of eliminating fungus! The years of
growths that were attack- brought Mr. Shaw into
ing shipments of leather close association with the

research’

Charles Evans with proprietor Brackley Shaw

ance of Brackley Shaw.
He is assisted by Charles

Evans and Christina Con-

nell. Employed in the man-

able to keep his North Am- umds to military forces in late Dr. Harold K. Box, of ufacturing and packaging

erican Leather Co. produc-
ing at a lower. cost than|
much of the competition. |

When the plant was des-|
frnved bv fire in the ’30’s!
1 new building was alreadv'
under construction nd
cquipment was Jmraduall
moving in.

The fire had {:aused a lit-.

tle holdup in operations |
and, by the Second World]

‘the University of Tr:::mnto,
e,n.whﬂ was also - devoted to!

trﬂplcai areas.

North American Leath
‘joined in this search and|
‘Charles Shaw put his knov* gus disease.
ledge of chemistry to work.; Dr. Box died in 1956, and,
Before long the plants la- Charles Shaw passed away
iboratory was engrossed in in June, 1961.
ithis study and the effects work had progressed {far|
'of fungus growth on hu- enough so that Shaw Re-
‘man health. search was manufacturing

Following the war Ncrrth ‘medicines for oral hygiene.|

the search for cures of fun--

But their

processes are Mr. and Mrs.
Clifford Elliott, and David
Goddard.

Shaw Research 1s housed
in one of Omemee’s old ho-
'tels. Mr. Shaw has utilized
many of the old building’s
Urlfflnal fixtures.

'| The oak - panelled recep-
tion desk still stands in the
'main hall, and a long, hand
carved bar serves for stor-

|

War, North American Lea- American Leather Was gra— Now producting a num-|

ther in Omemee was pro-| dually closed down and ber of these products under HBE;EIQT dt?;blse};i?l?}f > r;ﬁgt
ducing 25 percent of all| there emerged the smaller the trade name ‘Mycomort’
military leather in Canada./firm of Shaw Research..Shaw Research is moving

During the latter part of{with Charles Shaw at thelgradually ahead in this del-
the ‘war the governmentihelm assisted by his son,icate field under the guid-

lare now topped with ply-
> wood for use as work areas.
The huge, ornately decorat-

ed oak bar backdrop serves
for storage in a back work-
\shop

__Bracklevy Shaw is takmg_{ The laboratory and Mr.
his firm ahead gradually :Shaw’s office are old apart-

3 ht rooms
and carefully, follawmg his \ments, large, brig
father’s tradition in this | ‘on the 2nd floor. Thmugh—

A . out the building there 1s
e i an atmosphere of the old

; and. new.




